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During my senior year at Central High school homelessness impacted my desire to stay in 
school, but I had a lot of supports. Not every student has the same support network that I 
did. 
 
One thing that stood out to me from the report was the huge opportunity that schools have 
to reach young people who are experiencing homelessness and provide supports and 
resources.  75% of the youth who were interviewed in the In-Depth Interviews said that 
homelessness began for them between the ages of 13 and 18. Which means schools play a 
huge role in the path that a student’s life takes and intervening when a student is facing 
homelessness. 
 
Students spend most of their day at school, however staff may not know that a student is 
homeless. After I graduated I had an opportunity to advocate in Harrisburg for the 
educational needs of youth in adverse situations. We created a video that went viral. One of 
my former teachers saw the video and was shocked to hear my experience with 
homelessness. Although my administrators knew, my teachers did not. This was a problem! 
 
The first step in any problem is identification! I wish there a formal process in the school 
system to connect a youth’s entire support team (including teachers, admins, counselors, 
coaches & staff) so that the youth can receive all the supports possible, both academic and 
non academic. 
 
It’s not only important for schools to identify students who are experiencing homelessness 
but also to connect them with extensive resources.  
 
In the report, when youth were asked who connected them to local resources and services 
while they were homeless- only a few youth said schools! 
The majority said friends, family, or social service providers. School staff need to be versed 
in a wide array of resources for students experiencing homelessness, such as youth specific 
housing, and computers with internet access to complete homework assignments. In the 
report, many youth said that they did not see school as a potential resource for their non-
academic needs. I know that this was definitely the case for me while I was in high school.  
 
During my stay in a shelter, I did not have access to a computer or the Internet, so I fell 
back on many of my assignments. I saw my peer with a school district laptop and she told 
me she had got it from the school to take home each day due to her circumstances. I 



followed up with the administration. Although they knew somewhat about my living 
situation, the resource was not offered to me until I asked. They allowed me to take a 
school district laptop home and I was able to complete my assignments on time.  
 
What about other youth who do not know about resources like this or may not know to ask, 
or even how! 
 
After looking at the report and thinking about my own experience, it seems that too many 
students who are experiencing homelessness feel hidden and unsupported in school. Youth 
voice is always important when you are serving youth, and after talking with my peers and 
as a youth I have some suggestions on ways that schools could better support students 
experiencing homelessness.  
 

● First, we need more collaboration between school teams when staff members 
become aware that a student is experiencing homelessness. We could use a formal 
awareness policy within schools to foster collaboration and make sure students 
have the proper resources they need. We also want to make sure that student 
privacy is respected within this policy. Staff across the board should be trained in 
how to identify and support youth who might be experiencing homelessness Valley 
Youth House could be a great resource, because they are very experienced with this 
topic.  
 

● On top of that, we request that posting of resources be made available throughout 
the schools- this should include contact info for youth outreach teams and 
emergency housing resources specific to youth. 

 
● Next, schools should review their policies and address any that might negatively 

target students experiencing homelessness. As Hazel shared students might be sent 
home who are out of uniform when they are experiencing something like 
homelessness. Schools should award discretion when it comes to enforcing policies- 
there may be more going on with a student.  

 
● Last but not least, I would love to see schools incorporate wellness and mindfulness 

into their curriculum. Homelessness has a negative effect on one’s mental health and 
any student can benefit from building these skills. They are vital in an adequate 
education.  

 
Students are expected to be in school everyday, on time,  prepared to learn, but the barriers 
they face when they don’t have a place to lay their head at night- on top of washing clothes, 
doing homework, worrying about what they are going to eat- these are some of the things 



that schools should focus more attention on. We know that schools are doing a lot already- 
including a lot of work to support students experiencing homelessness- but we’re asking 
the schools for more, because these students need more! 
 
All the systems who serve youth- Including schools, child welfare, juvenile justice, and the 
homeless services system- need to collaborate and create a strategy together for the youth 
because we are the future! 
 
 
 
 
 
 


